
Science Knowledge Organiser 

Year 

Group 

Year 5/6 

Autumn 1 

Topic Living things and their 

habitats 

Images that link to this unit 

 

By the end of this unit I will know that: 

• I know that organisms can be grouped together based on their features. 

• I know that classification keys are used to classify animals based on their features 

• I know that classification keys are used to classify plants based on their features 

• I know that a micro-organism is a very small living thing that can only be seen through a mi-

croscope 

• I know that micro-organisms can be classified based on their features 

• I know that Carl Linnaeus developed a system for classifying plants and animals 

 

 

Vocabulary          Definition 

Organism A living thing that can perform all 

the physiological functions needed 

to survive independently.   

Vertebrate An animal that has a backbone and a 

skeleton.  

Invertebrate An animal without a backbone. 

Flowering Flowering plants are plants that bear 

flowers and fruits. 

Non-flowering Non-lowering plants are plants that 

do not bear flowers and fruits. 

Classification-
key 

Questions that determine an 

organism's physical characteristics.  

Classification The process of organizing living and 

extinct organisms into groups based 

on shared characteristics  

Mollusc  Animals with soft bodies that are 

typically covered by a hard shell.  

Arachnid A group of animals that includes 

spiders, scorpions, mites, and ticks.  

Deciduous Falling off or shed seasonally or at a 

certain stage of development in the 

life cycle.  

St Mary’s Catholic Primary Academy 
Reflecting the love and faith of Mary in all that we do. 

Vocabulary          Definition 

Evergreen Trees that keep their leaves all year 

round. 

Coniferous A tree that produces seeds in cones 

and has needle-like leaves. 

Micro-

organism 

A living thing that is too small to be 

seen without a microscope. 

Bacteria Microscopic single cell organisms. 

Virus Microscopic germs that have to 

infect a host to reproduce. 

Fungi  A group of organisms that includes 

mushrooms, molds and yeasts.  

Microscope A magnifying device used to observe 

micro-organisms. 

Characteristic
s 

Distinguishing features or traits of 

an organism. 

Carl Linnaeus A scientist who created a system for 

naming, ranking, and classifying 

organisms  


